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Sometimes Mother Earth is extremely kind to usÐ
even when she opens her womb, erupting lava and 
ash straight from the mantle. The volcanic eruption 

which started at Fimmv€rduh!ls mountain ridge around 
midnight 20 March and continues at the time of writing 
has made it ice-crystal clear to us that life here is not only 
about money, debt, betrayal and sloppy politics. It has 
made the nation forget all thatÐat least for a while.

Thankfully, this soul-saving eruption is rather small 
and it is happening in one of Iceland's most spectacular 
places, between the glaciers on the ridge just above 
Th•rsm€rk. It is what we call a perfect tourist eruption. 
The weather has played a big part too, with clear skies and 
good night vision making this grand show of the earth 
accessible to thousands of visitors who have f locked to 
sightseeing points and even trekked for twelve solid hours 
through rough terrain to experience it. The Fimm-
v€rduh!ls eruption has created unique lava falls which 
have not been witnessed before. Flowing lava falls from 
the highland ridge down to the narrow canyons of 
Th•rsm€rk and creates plumes of steam and explosions. 
Geologists and earth scientists are already having a field 
day and will investigate the lava and the new earth the 
eruption creates.

An eruption however is a natural disaster of the most 
dangerous kind. Although small, this eruption could last 
for months or years. When a new fissure was created 
some spectators were in serious danger of being consumed 
by the earth. It should be stressed once more that people 
should never venture too close to the lava or the craters.

The eruption has not caused any damage to manmade 
structures but if enough lava continues to f low down to 
the lowlands of Th•rsm€rk, one of Iceland's natural 
wonders, it will alter the environment in a big way and 
push the river Kross! to the north. There is also a debate 
about whether this eruption will trigger a larger eruption 
in the more dangerous and powerful volcano Katla. 
Scientists are watching the development closely as an 
eruption in Katla always brings about a serious and abrupt 
glacial burst releasing millions of tons of water and 
mammoth icebergs which can erase roads, bridges and 
whatever else is in the way.

So even though we currently marvel over the stunning 
sight of the glowing lava fizzing like champagne on fire 

out of the row of craters, the implications could be very 
serious indeed.

Now people are speculating about a name for the new 
volcano. The proposed names have all had some connec-
tion to the economic crisis; Hrunafell (Crash Mountain) 
and Kreppufell (Mount Depression) are two very good 
ones I've heard mentioned. Personally I favor Crash 
Mountain as the lava descends from a cliff and crashes 
some 150 to 200 meters below, and also because Hrunafell 
is an anagram for Hraunfell, `lava mountain' in Icelandic.

There has been no lack of all kinds of stunts in relation 
to the eruption. The chefs at Hotel Holt probably have 
the winner, transporting some guests up to the ridge by 
chopper, laying out a table on a red carpet and cooking a 
champagne dinner for them using the boiling hot lava as 
an oven.

Many have used the opportunity to see the eruption up 
close in a helicopter or small plane. Tourist services in the 
area are euphoric. It's been their best March and April in 
history. A hamburger joint in the vicinity reported 
24,000 percent increase in sales.

If you decide to come and experience it f irst hand, make 
sure you are properly equipped and clothed. The Icelandic 
highlands can be seriously tricky at this time of year and 
no one should venture out alone except very experienced 
mountaineers. But there are plenty of opportunities to 
see it up close with proper guides or licensed tour 
operators.

In this issue we bring you stunning photographs of the 
eruption by P!ll Stef!nsson, our photographer, who has 
been up there many times since it started, and an article 
by the renowned volcanologist Haraldur Sigurdsson. We 
hope you enjoy it but of course this can never match the 
unique experience of hearing and seeing for yourself the 
earth play at full force. A natural disaster of this magnitude 
reminds us that our planet is very much alive and we are 
all very small in comparison.
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NORTHERN LIGHTS SUPPER
FIREICE
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Thousands of tourists have experienced the eruption •rst hand.



ªI just love to do it. I love to play instruments. 
Like four guys playing together and creating 
music and songs, it is so beautiful, like magic. 
It is one of my favorite things to do.º
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